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Phu Hom natural gas field
located at Nongsaeng District, Udon
Thani province. It is operated by
Amerada Hess (Thailand) Ltd., the
global petroleum exploration and
production company based in US.

Back to the past 20 years, Phu
Hom gas field was first drilled by
ExxonMobil in 1984 and then in 1989
but no tfrace of oil and gas was
found. Then in 1997 Amerada Hess
took over the concession from
ExxonMobil because they didn't see

any commercial viability.

With much advanced technology
and drilling fechnique, Amerada Hess
started driling Phu Hom gas filed
and succeeded in gas discovery at
Phu Hom 3, 4 and 5 in

2004. By doing do, Amerada
Hess has evolved Phu Hom gas
discovery with no value into the
major gas discovery with a lot of

commercial value.

Phu Hom gas filed is part of the
Korat plateau of which geological
condition is different from offshore
gos field. At Phu Hom, gas was found
at the limestone formation. Natural
gas of Phu Hom is technically called
dry gas or lean gas mostly comprises
of methane gas with less small of
condensate. There is no petrochemical
potential gas found at Phu Hom, but
it is suitable for burning to generate
electricity.

Natural gas from Phu Hom will
be supplied to EGATs 710MW Nam
Phong Power Plant in Khon Kaen for
electricity generation. The development
of Phu Hom gas field therefore
would help the electricity security in
the northeastern region and could
substitute the depleting gas from
Nam Phong field.

MrJan E. Evensen, General
Manager and Director of Amerada
Hess (Thailand) Ltd., talked fo us
about the development of Phu Hom
gas field and its current status.  Phu
Hom gas field is now at pre-
production phase. After spending
more than 1 vyear, the project's
Environmental Impact Assessment
study or EIA was completed and
fully approved. The company has
received good cooperation, active
participation and engagement from
local people and administration.
The project has got more than 90%
support from local people.

In addition, the company has
agreed with  PTT on gas sale
agreement. And then PTT will supply
gas to EGAT. The first gas production
and supply will be scheduled around
the third quarter of 2006. Gas will be
supplied through 60 Kms long
pipeline from Phu Hom down south

to Nam Phong Power Plant in Khon

Kaen province.

'We know we have more than
enough gas and satisfy 135 million
standard cubic feet (mmsfc) per
day to feed the Nam Phong power
plant for the next 10 years', said
Mr.Evensem.

Apart from Amerada Hess, the
operator, there are 3 more
companies who hold the inferest of
Phu Hom gas filed. They are PTIEP,
Apico LLc and ExxonMobil.

Thailond's Phu Hom gas field is
regarded as the major gas field with
high potential and commercial
value. It produces gas as fuel of
electricity  generation  that s
fundamental infrastructure essential
for economic and business growth of
the northeastern region. It also
could stimulus local business and
create job opportunities in Udon
Thani and vicinity.

Even Thailond is very fortunate
with  significant gas  discovery
valuable and beneficially for country
development, we should be aware
that this gas reserve will not last for
long time. We are now facing the
oil crisis and the decreasing of the
world energy reserve. The cooperation
and support to our counfry on
energy saving and effective energy
utilization is inevitable. In the meantime,
Thailand by the involving parties have
to look for more energy resources,
develop renewable energy to ensure
the energy security for our next

generation.
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